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are assembled. Here the novices give the first proof of their
capacity by dancing a dance which is called the dance of Belli.
After the dance is over, the novices are taken to the houses
of their parents by their instructors." l

Miss Kingsley informs us that " the great point of Miss
agreement between all these West African secret societies
lies in the methods of initiation. The boy, if he belongs of initiation
to a tribe that goes in for tattooing, is tattooed, and is societies61
handed over to instructors in the societies' secrets and in West
formulae. He lives, with the other boys of his tribe
undergoing initiation, usually under the rule of several in-
structors, and for the space of one year. He lives always
in the forest, and is naked and smeared with clay. The
boys are exercised so as to become inured to hardship ; in
some districts, they make raids so as to perfect themselves in
this useful accomplishment. They always take a new name,
and are supposed by the initiation process to become new
beings in the magic wood, and on their return to their village
at the end of their course, they pretend to have entirely
forgotten their life before they entered the wood; but this
pretence is not kept up beyond the period of festivities given
to welcome them home. They all learn, to a certain extent,
a new language, a secret language only understood by the
initiated. The same removal from home and instruction
from initiated members is observed also with the girls.
However, in their case, it is not always a forest-grove they
are secluded in, sometimes it is done in huts. Among the
Grain Coast tribes, however, the girls go into a magic wood
until they are married. Should they have to leave the wood
for any temporary reason, they must smear themselves with
white clay. A similar custom holds good in Okyon, Calabar
district, where, should a girl have to leave the fattening-
house, she must be covered with white clay."2

Among the natives of the Sherbro, an island lying close

1  O, Dapper, Description dePAfriqtte      maybe intended to indicate that the
(Amsterdam,    1686),    pp.    268   sq.      novices have undergone the new birth;
Dapper's  account has been abridged     for   the   negro    child,   though   born
in the text,                                               reddish-brown, soon turns slaty-grey

(E. B. Tylor, Anthropology', London,

2  Miss Mary H. Kingsley, Travels      1881, p. 67), which would answer well
in   West Africa (London,   1867),  p.      enough to the hue of the clay-bedaubed
531,    Perhaps the smearing with clay     novices.